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Abnormal Brain by Julius Mickle, M.D., F.R.C.P., 
Convolutions, London ( Alienist and Neurologist , 

October, 1895). The author in this essay, studies the brain 
form more especially in its relation to the degenerative of crim¬ 
inal type; as to whether there is a criminal anthropology of the 
brain. That the text-book normals were derived in the main 
part from the waifs, and wrecks of society, and that these forms 
were preserved chiefly by diagrams, is the full reason, for the 
need of modifying them, which he has found. 

Moreover, he first enumerates a large number of variable 
factors which must be eliminated before judging a normal or 
abnormal brain. He enumerates,—“the pathological brain 
changes found both macroscopic and microscopic ; the diseases 
of parts and organs other than the brain ; disorders of blood 
and lymph circulation, with all their possible and general 
states and effects ; alteration of the blood constitution in itself ; 
addition to the blood of morbid deleterious materials in, of, or 
derived from food, drink, drugs, and pathogenic microbes; 
either transitory or diathetic autotoxic states, of abundant mul¬ 
tiplicity of form and origin ; practical starvation of brain, or 
again its perverted nutrition, however brought about; the 
strain and stress of life, social affective, occupational ; the 
physiological evolutional and involutional crises and changes 
of the organism. There are also such considerations as the 
relative size of the brain to the whole body, 01 to standard 
weight of race or age ; the relative proportion of grey and white 
in the brain ; the richness of the grey, its depth, actual as well 
as relative, its natural minute structure, in a word, the more 
important part of the finer architecture of the brain ; and 
finally, the outcomes, other than those mentioned in this 
address, of a comparative evolutionary elaboration, or evolu¬ 
tionary simplicity of a brain as the case may be.” 

Beyond all these, however, he finds evidences of defective 
types, and certain amount of agreement between brain confor¬ 
mation and clinical psychiatry. In general, he finds cortical 
abnormalities more frequent in the right hemisphere, and an 
irregularity of gyri quite different from their multiplication of a 
highly endowed brain. He names first a “ praecuneolus,” a 
superficial insulation of a portion of the quadrate lobule ; again 
a close proximity of the transverse occipital sulcus to external 
parieto-occipital fissure; again a “reversed occipital opercu¬ 
lum ; ” again furrows from Sylvian fissure ploughed vertically 
part of the way up to the middle, the external surface of the 
central gyri. These and many others. One can not well 
abstract the many abnormalities noted, some clearly abnormal, 
others vaguely so. It is chiefly of value to say that this com¬ 
petent observer, after prolonged study and after sifting various 
testimony, announces “ in point of detail this subject is one of 
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contention, but as to the broad general fact of the existence of 
such signs, or indications of hereditary mental degeneracy, I 
do not entertain the slightest doubt.” That is, studying clin¬ 
ically ‘‘ degrees and forms of imbecility and paranoia and 
allied states,” he holds the existence of a ‘‘ brain configuration 
differing from the standard about as much as the form of mental 
affection itself differs clinically and nosologically from the cases 
yielding the standard conformation of brain.” Of course, both 
the normal and abnormal standards are elastic, not rigid. 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 

Dr. O. Wellington Superintendent of the Hospital for In- 
Archibald, sane at Jamestown, North Dakota, has 

been removed from office and Dr. A. S. Moore, who was formerly 
assistant physician there, and who has been practising in the town 
adjoining, has been appointed to the position by one and the 
same resolution. This change was made by a bare majority of 
the board, which like the papers and the public, seems to be 
divided into two opposing parties. 

Stuff Meetings. During the past six months ‘‘staff 

meetings ” have been held daily at the 
Eastern Michigan Asylum. By mutual understanding, admin¬ 
istrative work was for the greater part excluded, and the time 
occupied in the discussion of questions pertaining to medicine, 
and psychiatry in particular. The presiding officer is usually 
the superintendent, or, in his absence, the assistant superin¬ 
tendent. A permanent secretary records the essential points 
of each meeting, reads the minutes each day, and also assigns 
the meeting to some member of the staff. The minutes are 
indexed, filed, and retained for reference. 

The matter submitted by the physician in charge is left to 
his selection. Especial attention is, of course, given to recently 
admitted patients. Often a number of cases are presented 
illustrating a special type. Again, abstracts on subject relating 
to psychiatry or neurology are read. Criticisms on books, 
abstracts from journals, and original articles are frequently pre¬ 
sented. Thus the subject matter may vary to a great extent. 
One hour each day is given to the meeting. These meetings 
are considered to be advantageous in every respect. The 
unflagging zeal and the interest manifested certainly verify this 
statement. Irwin H. Neff. 

A New Hospital for the insane was authorized in Mary¬ 
land by the legislature of 1894. 



